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TRYPETA MEIGEN, 1803 (INSECTA: DJPTERA); TRYPETES 

SCHOENHERR, 1836 (INSECTA: COLEOPTERA); TRYPETESA 
NORMAN, 1903 (CRUSTACEA: CIRRIPEDJA). A CASE OF TRIPLE 
HOMONYMY IN FAMILY-GROUP NAMES. Z.N.(S.) 1733 

By R. V. Melville {Secretary, International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature) 

Jn April 1966 {Bull. zool. Nomencl. 23 : 46-7), Dr. C. W. Sabrosky and 
Dr. E. C. Zimmerman drew attention to the following situation of homonymy 
between two family-group names based on type-genera whose names were 
similarly spelled : 

Diptera: Trypeta Meigen, 1803: trypetidae Loew, 1861 

Coleoptera: Schoenherr, 1836: trypetinae Lacordaire, 1866 (as 

“Tribu Trypetides”). 

They proposed to remedy this situation by renaming the junior (Coleopteran) 
family-group homonym trypetesinae and asked the Commission to use its 
plenary powers to this effect. 

2. On 5 January 1968 Dr. L. B. Holthuis, in returning a vote against the 
application, pointed out that in the Cirripede Crustacea the genus Trypetesa 
Norman, 1903, was the type-genus of the family trypetesidae. The author 
and date of this name were then thought to be Kruger, 1940 (but see paragraph 3 
below). Since “trypetesidae Kruger, 1940” clearly had priority over 
trypetesidae Sabrosky and Zimmerman, 1966, Dr. Holthuis suggested that a 
new solution be sought by adopting the form trypetedinae for the Coleopteran 
family-group name, 

3. On 21 January 1968 Dr. Zimmerman announced the discovery of the 
fact that trypetesidae had in fact been proposed as a family-group name in 
Coleoptera by Heller {in Sarasin & Roux, 1916) as a deliberate emendation of 
trypetinae Lacordaire, 1866, to overcome the homonymy with trypetidae 
Loew, 1861, in Diptera. This name is clearly available under the provisions of 
Article 33a(ii) and takes priority over “trypetesidae Kruger, 1940” in 
Cirripedia. However, Dr. Holthuis later found (19 May 1969) that 
trypetesidae in Cirripedia dated from Stebbing, 1910, so that the Cirripede 
name takes priority over the Coleopteran name. 

4. Meanwhile, on Dr. Holthuis’s suggestion, the question of the correct 
formation of the family-group names involved had been put to the Commission’s 
Classical Adviser (Mr. J. Griffin). His report showed that both Trypeta 
(Diptera) and Trypetes (Coleoptera) give trypetidae, while Trypetesa {Cxvnptdidi) 
gives trypetesidae. He suggested that either the Dipteran or the Coleopteran 
generic name might be changed so as to give a different family-group name. 
If this were not acceptable, he proposed : 

Diptera: Trypeta: trypetaidae 

Coleoptera: Trypetes: trypetidae 


Bull. zool. Nomencl., Vol. 27, Paris 3/4. December 1970. 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 


199 


Cirripedia: Trypetesa: trypetesidae. 

This suggestion had the merit of showing that the original homonymy lies 
between the Dipteran and the Coleopteran family-group names, and of pre- 
serving the correctly-formed and prior Cirripede name. But it was not accept- 
able to Dr. Sabrosky and Dr. Zimmerman because it allocated trypetidae to 
the Coleopteran family; and they were both agreed that that name ought to be 
preserved for the larger and economically far more important Dipteran family. 
It was by now clear that the solution involving the least disturbance to existing 
usage would be one that renamed the Coleopteran family while leaving the 
names of the Dipteran and Cirripede families undisturbed. 

5. Fortunately a possible solution on these lines was discovered by 
Dr. Zimmerman. He found that Pierce ( 1 9 1 9) had proposed trypetidinae for the 
Coleopteran taxon “to prevent confusion with the trypetinae based on Trypeta 
in the Diptera”. Pierce’s deliberate (though unjustified) emendation is avail- 
able under the provisions of Article 33a(ii) and escapes the fate of trypetesidae 
Heller, 1916, preoccupied in Cirripedia. This discovery was communicated by 
Dr. Sabrosky on 16 May 1969, with a simultaneous proposal that the name 
TRYPETEINAE might be used for the Coleopteran taxon. 

6. At this point, since Dr. Sabrosky, Dr. Zimmerman and Dr. Holthuis all 
agreed that the Dipteran and Cirripede names ought not to be interfered with, 
the problem was reduced to one of finding an acceptable new name for the 
Coleopteran taxon. Since the correct form of the family name in this group is, 
as shown by the Classical Adviser, trypetidae, whatever new name is chosen 
will violate Article 29 and can therefore only be validated by the use of the 
plenary powers. I accordingly examined the various names that had been 
suggested to see if there were any factor indicating that a preference should be 
given to any one of them. There were three such names: 

TRYPETIDINAE Pierce, 1919 

TRYPETEDiNAE (Holthuis, letter dated 5 January 1968) 

TRYPETEINAE (Sabrosky, letter dated 16 May 1969). 

The fact that Pierce’s name has already been available for over 50 years seemed 
to me to indicate a preference in its favour, and Dr. Sabrosky, Dr. Zimmerman 
and Dr. Holthuis have all been so generous as to agree with this view. 

7. The Commission is therefore asked: 

(1) to rule under the plenary powers that the stem of the generic name 

Trypetes Schoenherr, 1836, is to be trypetid- in forming names of 
the family -group ; 

(2) to place the generic name Trypetes Schoenherr, 1836 (gender: masculine), 

type-species, by original designation, Trypetes rhinoides Gyllenhal in 
Schoenherr, 1836, on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name rhinoides Gyllenhall in Schoenherr, 1836, as 

published in the binomen Trypetes rhinoides, on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the family-group name trypetidinae Lacordaire, 1 866, as 

Trypetides, on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology. 


